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Ellie the Great Horned Owl is an adult female, rescued
as a fledgling but never released. She has been in captivity for several years, and was transferred to us to
give her more room to fly in our brand new aviary. She
is not the least bit tame or imprinted, so maybe one
day she can be released.
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Greetings Wildlife Lovers,
This has been an unusual year, as always very busy but it went smoothly with a great
bunch of interns and volunteers. We are getting more animals and more calls for help every
year. As I write this, we are up to 2,300 admissions for this year alone.
As the demand for our services increases, so do our costs and it is hard to raise enough
funds for the day-to-day operations of the Centre. But now we are presented with an exciting new challenge and possibilities.
In early summer, we received a call from two special people who offered to build a muchneeded new wildlife hospital on the SPWC grounds. We are so very excited about this enormously generous offer, as it has been nothing but a dream for years. Everyone is working
under pressure in cramped areas and desperately need more room. At this time of year especially, when we admit yet another animal that requires overwintering, we wrack our
brains about where to put them. It is a constant juggle to make room for all the wild ones in
need. A new hospital will take a lot of pressure off of us and the animals who will all be in
less crowded spaces.
This is wonderful news, but it does present a challenge as we are now working to raise extra
funds for the fixtures inside the building as well as a septic tank, a well, and parking lot.
Other essential items include hardware, shelving, storage cupboards, and furniture for the
reception waiting area. Hopefully we will be able to incorporate some energy-efficient features such as solar paneling.
Some of the items planned will be, of course, for medical usage. Currently we do not have an
X-ray machine, which means that when one is required, the animal must be transported to a
veterinary hospital in the area. This is not a best practice and we hope to improve it with a
digital X-ray machine on site, as well as an anesthetic machine, surgical table, and an overhead lamp in the operating area.
So many things to think of and plan for, but it will all come together with your help. If you
would like to donate to this exciting new project, even a small amount, it will add up enormously. Our fundraising team is also gearing up to meet the challenge with lots of fun
events planned for 2014. With your help we can do it!
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We have also been working on planning the layout for the
new building for the last few months, and I think have finally reached the perfect plan for us. We hope to start digging
the foundations in April 2014 if we get all the paperwork
done. If all goes well we will be moving in by winter 2014.
Another major event this year was the opening of the newest aviary for birds of prey. After running a contest for best
name, “The Gryphon” was selected (full story on page 6!).
Our recovering owls, falcons, hawks and more can rest in
comfort this winter.
Season’s Greetings to all of our readers, and have a safe and
happy holiday.

Sue Meech
Sue Meech, Founder & Director

In 2013
we rehabilitated
over 2,300 injured
and orphaned
animals!
These two Southern Flying Squirrels, which are a species-at-risk, came
in late in the summer in rough shape, apparently orphaned and found
alone and starving. Their eyes are so large because they are nocturnal.
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About Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre
The Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre has been in operation
since 1994. Our goal is to help all injured and orphaned
wildlife and to release them back into their natural habitats. We also give advice and assistance to property owners who are having problems with their wild animal
neighbours, and can offer humane alternatives to solve
these conflicts. We work closely with veterinarians and
Humane Societies across Ontario.
We are licensed provincially by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and federally by the Canadian Wildlife Services to provide care and shelter for
birds, mammals, and reptiles. To ensure the well-being of our patients, we are unable to offer
tours of the Centre. 

“Weekly Update” by Linda
Every week we send out a weekly
email posting of what is going on at
Sandy Pines - the admissions and
discharges, fundraisers, and any
news. We also have a weekly “Who
Am I ?” game for everyone to play.
A photo of a bird or mammal is
mailed out and must be identified.
We also send out a newsletter twice
a year of what has been happening
throughout the year. Do you know
anyone who would like to receive
our weekly updates or our newsletter? Please have them send their
name and email address to:
updates@sandypineswildlife.org
We will gladly add them to our
mailing list. Newsletters are available on line as well as regular mail.

Thank
You!
On these pages
we would like to
give special
thanks to our
wonderfully
helpful community supporters,
and to
acknowledge
their help over
the past year.
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These generous organizations and people have lent their financial support.
Above the Waterline
Barley Days Brewery
Bayridge Animal Hospital
Beardall Animal Hospital
Big Bear Fishing and Tackle
Bill Vanwart
Black Prince Winery
Bob’s Portable Toilets
Bonnie Brooks
Bread and Butter Bakery
Burke Printing & Copy Centre
By the Moon
Cake Creations by Gail Johnson
Christa Smart (Avon Rep)
Country Traditions
Creative Framing
Denny’s
Donini Chocolate
Dr. Yan Chen
Eastern Cowboy trail rides
Frontenac Mall
Frontenac Outfitters
Global Pet Foods
Gray’s IDA
Green Woods Inn
Harold’s Enterprises
Hillcrest Animal Hospital
House of Angelis
Huff Estates
Inn by the Rose Garden
Ivanhoe Cheese
Jack & Jill’s Food Emporium
James Twyman
Joyful Lotus Jewellery
John & Dorothy Bush
Karlo Estates
Karma Esthetics
Karma Lights
Katrina’s Cakes & Treats
Lafarge Canada
Little Stinkers
Lindy Martin
Loyalist Veterinary Hospital
Luv A K9
Marsha Donald
Martin & Company Photography

We are
committed
to helping
wildlife 365
days of the
year.
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Mazinaw Cottage rentals
Micheline Wylde
Mortgage Professionals
Mr. Print Belleville
Napanee Golf & Country Club
Novel Idea
Ontario Power Generation
Pasta Shelf
Patricia Smith
Paulina’s Curry Mix
Pet Panache
Pet Valu Belleville
Jason Malley, Pet Valu Kingston
Pet Valu Trenton
Playtrium Kingston
Point of View Photography
Pony Tales Parties
Pyke Farms
Quinte Conservation
Randall at Charm Diamond Centre
River Bend Signs
Rockport Cruises
R.S. Multimedia
Sacred Journeys
Samatva Yoga
Shaw Insurance
Shiva’s Delight
Stanners Vineyard
Starbucks
Starlet Boutique
Ste. Anne’s Inn and Spa
Tammy’s Country Kitchen
The Ambassador Hotel
The Four Points Sheraton
The Gateway Brewing Co.
The Loaf and Ale
The Port Bistro Pub
Thai House Cuisine
Thompson Tent & Event Rentals
Tomasso’s Italian Grille
Triola
Quinte Animal Hospital
Urban Paws
Wallace’s Drug Store
Woodenheads Gourmet Pizza
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The Gryphon: A New Aviary
by Leah Birmingham
When you hear the
word ark you likely
think of the biblical
story involving Noah,
who built a large
wooden boat to save
his family and two of
every animal. Another
definition is simply
“something that affords protection and
safety” or “a shelter or
refuge”. The latest
aviary at SPWC, “The
Gryphon”, is a massive wooden
structure that provides refuge
to several permanent birds that
SPWC agreed to give a home to
in the winter of 2011. In December of that year we received a call from Julie Woodyer of Zoocheck Canada. They
were looking to find permanent
residence for several animals
from a small theme park in
London, Ontario. Storybook
Gardens had decided to move
away from the zoo aspect. I was
eager to help out as London is
my hometown, and Storybook
Gardens was a place I visited a
lot as a child. Sue was also on
board and keen to give captive
wildlife a place to retire with
privacy from the public eye.
The only stipulation was that a
structure must be built to
house these animals, so that
their presence at SPWC wouldn’t decrease the number of re-

2013 Interns: from L-R:

leasable wildlife we were able
to help. Julie asked for an offhand ball park estimate on the
cost of building a large flight
aviary, based on my limited
experience I responded with
$20,000 to $30,000, more
likely on the higher end. She
called back the next day, and
had secured $20K from Bob
Barker, of the Price is Right
fame. Mr. Barker is also known
for his dedication to improving
the life of animals in general,
but especially wildlife that have
been kept in zoos.
Julie asked if I knew a builder
who could start the project immediately; this would have to
be someone willing to donate
many hours, and have connections to other local contractors
and suppliers who might also
donate. I could only think of
one contractor I knew who has

not only donated time and supplies in the past, but has been
an incredibly loyal supporter of
SPWC for a decade. That was
my husband James Birmingham, who owns the landscape
construction company Above
The Waterline. James has been
completely on board, supporting me, rather than hindering
my intense focus. He put the
time into researching the structure, adapting designs to suit
the needs of these particular
birds as well as allowing us
more space for rehab patients
in need of flight training. Both
Sue and Zoocheck were on
board, so we moved ahead researching different Raptor
housing all over North America, but the best designs came
from Kay McKeever of The Owl
Foundation.
(continued on page 12…)
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In Review: Wildlife Baby Shower, May 2013
By Melissa Mastin, coordinator

Thanks to the generous support of their
sponsors, the tireless efforts of the many
The 8th Annual Wildlife Baby Shower Fund- volunteers, and of course, all those who atraiser was held on Sunday, May 5th. We tended, the event raised over $21,000!
lucked out again with another beautiful day.
It was a fun-filled day with a little some- These funds will be used towards the daily
thing for everyone… live music, auctions, care of wild animals, life-saving surgeries,
raffles, animal feeds and demonstrations, veterinary care, medications ,and communiface painting, a barbeque and so much ty education on dealing humanely with wildmore.
life scenarios. 
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Education Outreach Program
By Janet Fenton, facilitator

I would like to thank all the
schools that I’ve presented
for on behalf of the Wildlife
Centre. It was a great year
with over 20 schools visited
and a few more presentations planned for the future. Earth week was a
whirlwind of excitement for
me as I did presentations
for several schools and
many classes and was the
busiest time of the year for
presentations. Many of the
presentations included topics on Biodiversity, Seasonal Adaptations, Life under

the Soil, Animal homes,
Importance of Trees, and
many more. I try my best
to work with the teachers
and come up with different programs to help suit
the school curriculum.
With wildlife photos, activities, animal moulds,
pelts and dressing kids up
as animals, I make it interactive for the kids. If
they enjoy it, they are
more likely to learn the
many wondrous things
that our wildlife and environment have to offer. 

.

(cont. from previous page) 
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ATV Raffle
Many thanks to Bob Cox,
Marsha and Ian who worked
tirelessly on this raffle. Bob
booked in over 1,000 volunteer hours and over 5,000
km to make this fundraiser a
success.
These funds come at a crucial
time, and are a very welcome
relief!
The raffle raised over
$17,000 and almost all tickets were sold. Well done to
all involved, and thank you
to those who purchased tickets in support of SPWC.
The winner of the raffle is
from Northbrook, Ontario. 

Pet Panache
Offering retail, full grooming, and
obedience classes.
21 Dundas Street East, Napanee
613-354-9171
Nail trimmings for your pet on the first
Monday of every month.
Cost is $10 cash, donated to SPWC!
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Foxes and Skunks: A Home at Last
By Sue Meech
This year we had
many extra calls for
orphaned foxes. One
call came from near
Ottawa, where Mike
and Agnes had been
watching a fox den on
their property. The
kits were all out on
their own with no
parent in sight. After
observing them for
some time they realized they were orphaned so decided to
try and locate some help

Laurie and Lisa by the new fox pen
for these three youngsters.
constructed summer 2013

Our pens were all full but
we knew if we didn’t take
them in it would be a death
sentence.
Mike and Agnes brought
them in to us and we saw
they were in fairly good
shape, but we had no room.
We started to rehydrate
them and warm them up
and they soon began to respond.
I put in a call to two of our
amazing volunteers Lisa
and Laurie to build us a
pen in a hurry. Soon they
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(cont from previous page...)

showed up and within a few
days we were ready to
move the kits into their
new home. Agnes and Mike
came to help with the
building too.
Good, that problem solved!
Meanwhile we were getting
calls about orphaned
skunks. People trap and
remove the skunks sometimes taking them many
miles away even though it
is illegal.
Belatedly they realize that
they have orphaned the

young skunks who come
out of their dens in a desperate search for food.
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Two of our interns this year,
Hannah and Leanne

Once again all our pens
were full and we were feeling a bit overwhelmed.
Another call to Lisa and Laurie brought the gang back
out again to build us four
new skunk pens. In no time
at all they were built and
the kits were moving in as
fast as they were built. Lisa
and Laurie now call themselves Petersons Pens,
“Built to order while you
wait!” 
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2013 Interns
We had extra help this
year with more interns
packed into the house!
Leanne came from
Australia and Hannah
and Emily came from
England, as well as
other interns from Ontario.
They work long hours
and we couldn’t manage without them.
Thanks to all of you.
You made it an incredible year.
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The Gryphon: A New Aviary (continued)
(cont from page 6…)

Graciously, Annick Gionet Rollick from The Owl Foundation
gave us an extensive tour and
explained what she liked and
didn’t like about their aviary
designs, she gave James the
contact information for their
handyman/builder (ironically
her husband) and told James
to contact them with any details we would need along the
way.
By now it was January of 2012,
and James put together an estimate for Zoocheck and SPWC.
Even with decreasing the dimensions, billing as low as possible for labour hours, and
hoping to secure some of the
building materials as donations
the estimate was $46,000.
Due to reasons out of our control the project start was delayed until the end of March
2012. Which put James in a
precarious position; an early
spring thaw had left the spring
thaw had left the building site,
which was on a field, very wet,
making most parts of the job
difficult, like moving materials
in and getting the foundation
ready.
Also, the building would start
to cut into his busy season, and
with clients already waiting,
his time would be juggled be-

tween landscape clients and
the aviary.
Lime Lake Fencing donated
their excavator and auger for
digging postholes for the foundation. As James’ crew drilled
holes, water would fill the
holes instantly making it difficult to set the forms.
The next snag was trying to
move the gravel aggregate
(which had been partially donated by LaFarge Canada - Selby Quarry). We were thankful
and yet surprised of Rick
Tuepah of Tuepah Excavating’s

willingness to risk his trucks
being stranded in a field in an
attempt to get the materials as
close to the site as possible, he
donated the deliveries, and
many were made! Jake Dupuis
of Forest River Group donated
scaffolding which stayed on the
project until the completion,
and his Skidsteer which moved
tons of gravel across the boggy
field when the trucks simply
could not travel across anymore.
Spring was approaching quickly, and James’ landscape clients were antsy to get their
projects started. The crew
worked like crazy trying to get
most of the structure completed before they had to go back
to his regular full paying clients
(the ones that put the food on
the table), and before the funds
ran out, which was also happening fast!
The crew and James put in
some extra Saturdays, working
with volunteer groups from
Union Gas and KCVI Environmental Group led by biology
teacher Matt Saunders. Union
Gas made a $1000 donation
which helped buy more slats.
James’ crew donated some of
their time, and he met with and
arranged volunteer work with
several other people before
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(cont from previous page…)

leaving. By this time the
Zoocheck funds had run dry
and all SPWC’s funds were being used for daily operations as
summer had hit and we were
full tilt busy caring for the
thousands of patients we receive every year. The KCVI
group and James’ crew came
out a couple more times volunteering their hours. But it
seemed this Ark was never going to be finished…certainly
not in time for the storm of
wild birds needing refuge that
happens during the summer!
With the funds depleted, and
our own personal funds exhausted, the project sat at a
standstill for far longer than
anyone was happy with.
Then our own miracle came by
way of Larry Gibson’s Estate in
early 2013. Larry Gibson was a

local philanthropist that had
visited SPWC before his death
and had intended on helping
with some projects along the
way.
Unfortunately he died before
he was able to help, but his estate executors had heard we
had a project in desperate need
of funds. They came out on a
day that James and his crew
were volunteering with another
group of KCVI students to discuss what was needed. James
gave them an estimate of $25,
000 to finish the aviary, and
they approved it immediately!
Other good fortune seemed to
follow; a local business Milestone Monument donated two
beautiful signs thanking the
contributors. Other volunteers
have contributed time putting
in the finishing touches. Diane

and Greg Moore built perches
and enrichment devices; Dylan
Perkins hung perches.
The rest is history… in my
mind an epic history. The results of watching ‘Baby’ (a Kestrel that was housed previously
at Storybook in a shed with a
tiny barred window as her only
connection to the outdoors) in
her environment and knowing
she raised eight young Kestrel
orphans this year. Seeing the
Red Tailed Hawks ‘F.C.’ and
‘Aurora’ actually perch together in peaceful unison
(something they had yet to do).
Knowing that SPWC was able
to give a Great Horned Owl
named Ellie a permanent home
much better than the very
small aviary in which she had
previously lived. An orphan
Peregrine Falcon (endangered
species) gained strength and
was eventually released from
that ark.
For me personally there is a
feeling of gratitude that words
cannot truly explain. I am one
lucky woman because my husband, against all odds, built me
an Ark, not for my own refuge,
but to shelter the wildlife he
knows I love passionately. 
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Many thanks to Melissa Mastin, organizer of the Baby
Shower in May, and Veronica Bush, organizer and host
this year’s Death by Chocolate.

Veronica with her
newborn son, Jack
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How Can I Help?
By Ashley Wightman
This holiday season, there are
so many worthwhile projects
and so many ways to donate...
•

Bring over wishlist items

•

Send a cheque

•

Click on “Canada Helps” to
donate online

•

Contact us by email at
info@sandypineswildlife.ca
to customize your donation

New clinic fund: If everyone
gives even a very small donation of $10, we will be there in
no time! We are madly raising
funds for fixtures in the new
building.

Sponsor a Species
We don’t all have a cozy place for the winter. Sponsor
a species to ensure that all animals who must stay at
the Centre over the winter have their basic living
needs met. The animals here now would not make it if
released at this time of year.
Raccoons: $75
Birds of Prey: $60
Rabbits: $50
Turtles: $30
Squirrels: $25
These are suggested sponsor donations, but any
amount is greatly appreciated!

In Memoriam: When someone has passed, you want to
find a meaningful way to remember their life. We can create a plaque or special notice
in their name. Contact us to
talk about how you would like
to have this done.
Planned Giving: Have peace
of mind and decide in advance
what happens with your estate. Leave a priceless legacy
towards wildlife. 

One of our winter residents this
year, a Short-Earned Owl
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8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON K7R3L1

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario!
Most of our success and revenue depends on your generous donations. We receive no funding from the government. You may donate
by cheque or on our website with the “Canada Helps” button.
Receipts will be issued for donations of
$20.00 or more. Please make your cheques
payable to the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre.
For more information on volunteering, sponsoring, or donating,
please visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, or complete this form and
mail to: 8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON K7R3L1, or call us at (613)
354-0264.
Name_______________________
Address_____________________
_____________________
Phone #_____________________

If you would like to
be removed from
our mailing list,
please contact us via
Email, phone or
mail.
We protect your
privacy and do not
sell our donors list.

