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On the Wild Side
Every year in late May we
start getting calls about
fawns that seem to be
abandoned. Many are
not, the doe is around
but keeping her distance.
This year however we had
an unusual call. A doe
was hit on the highway
and a passing motorist
stopped to help. The doe
was badly injured and
dying but the finder saw
a foot sticking out of the
doe’s side and moving.
She realized a live fawn
was inside and she delivered it there at the roadside. Quickly she took the
fawn to the doe’s head so
she could see it. She died
peacefully then.

8

review

New X-ray
10
machine

The fawn was brought
quickly to us and after
checking him to make

sure there were no injuries we gave him some
goat’s milk colostrum
that we had saved for
just such an emergency.
Colostrum is the milk
produced in the first few

Fawn recovering

hours after delivery, and
it is vitally important as
it contains many antibodies and essential nutrients. The fawn flourished and was introduced to the other three
fawns we had in our
care.
When we care for any
young animal, we are
very careful to make sure

they do not habituate with
us so that they remain
wild. This year’s deer
feeding costume resembles a Burka, and was easy
to make and cool to wear.
Two interns volunteered
to be the caregivers so
that the fawns had contact with as few people
as possible. Ellie and
Amber gave dedicated
care with early morning
and late night feeds,
even working on days
off.
We are thinking of overwintering them as the
last two winters have
been very hard. We also
like to wait until hunting
season is over.
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Greetings,
2015 was a busy year with even more patients than usual at Sandy Pines. “Build it and
they will come” seems to work! We are around 2,700 admissions to date.
We have been in our new hospital for a year now. It is beginning to feel like home, and
hard to imagine how we ever managed in the old clinic. There have been many changes in
the meantime. We now have a Volunteer Coordinator and a Fundraising Coordinator
which will be a great help as our new building means more expenses in terms of heating,
lighting, and water treatment. As you can see by our Events pages, our fundraisers have
been busy organizing some unique events this year.
We are really blessed to have had an X-ray unit donated by Edith and Steve Hyrnchyshyn.
Dr. Diane Arthur gave the funding needed for all the extra equipment, special aprons, and
a computer. It is a digital unit which means we can easily take X-rays and then forward
them to our veterinarian.
As always our animal patients typically come to us with little or no history, so we have to
try and figure out what is wrong. With new advanced diagnostic equipment we can now
reach that diagnosis much more quickly. With this prompt treatment we are able to greatly reduce suffering and stress, and also make hospital stays shorter for each individual.
Our next project this winter is to outfit the operating room with an anesthetic machine,
operating room lighting, and surgical instruments so that our volunteer veterinarian Dr.
Deanna Russell doesn’t need to operate on a countertop! The golf tournament this year
raised $6,000 towards the furnishings for the operating room, so we are well on our way
to achieving that goal.
A sincere thank you to everyone who helped make this a memorable
year. To our donors, our volunteers, interns and our staff, we couldn’t
have done this without you.
Warmest regards,

Sue
Sue Meech, Founder & Director
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Our new 2016 calendar is out, for
only $20 dollars each plus postage.
All the photos are taken by staff
and volunteers. A sell-out last year,
so order now! Contact
info@sandypineswildlife.org

In 2015 we
admitted over
2,800 injured and
orphaned
animals!

With the success of Sandy Pines first calendar, we are now promoting our 2016 version. Thank you to our ad
sponsors: Above the Waterline, Cheryl Hiebert Personal Wellness, Fancy That/Roundstone, Hart ‘n Hart,
Napanee Home Hardware, Napanee Opticians, Pet Panache, Sand ‘n Sea, Starlet, TCO Agromart, Total
Aquatics, Touch of Class, and Burke’s Printing. Without their contributions it could not have been made.
Janet Drew, volunteer, artist and photographer, designed the layout for the 2016 calendar as well as contributed photos. Other photos were taken by interns, Katy Clover currently in Australia and Elise Canepa from
Switzerland. We also thank Connie Black (from Destined to Fly), Bill Kendall, Becca McQuaid and Kelli Polsinelli for their photograph contributions. The 2016 calendar is for sale in several locations in Frontenac,
Lennox & Addington, Hastings and Prince Edward County counties. Visit our website for more. □
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About Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre
The Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre has been in operation
since 1994. Our goal is to help all injured and orphaned
wildlife and to release them back into their natural habitats. We also give advice and assistance to property owners who are having problems with their wild animal
neighbours, and can offer humane alternatives to solve
these conflicts. We work closely with veterinarians, organizations, and Humane Societies across Ontario.
We are licensed provincially by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and federally by the Canadian Wildlife Services to provide care and shelter for
birds, mammals, and reptiles. To ensure the well-being of our patients, we are unable to offer
tours of the Centre.

Weekly Updates
Each week we update the community on what has been happening at Sandy
Pines via a “This Week at Sandy Pines” email. This is sent out to anyone who
has requested to be on our weekly mailing list. It helps keep everyone up-todate on what is happening at the Centre and on any upcoming events they
might be interested in. We also send out a weekly “Who Am I?” game to help
hone your wildlife identification skills. If you would like to be included in our
mailing list, please send an email to updates@sandypineswildlife.org and you
will be added to our weekly mail-outs. Linda Killam has been doing this for us
since 2010.
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Meet Dr. Deanna, Our Volunteer Vet
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We first met Dr. Russell eight
years ago at the perfect time,
as our volunteer veterinarian
Bonnie Beresford had just
retired. Deanna has extensive
experience working in zoos
after graduating from Veterinary School. She volunteered
to work with us at Sandy
Pines and we were so happy
to hear from her.

Deanna has worked with us
over the years in many ways.
She never complains when
she has to do surgery on a
kitchen counter in poor lighting, and she always was there
to help us. We wouldn’t be
where we are now without her
guidance and support. Thank

you Deanna! □

She is also a medical doctor,
single mom, an experienced
horse rider, and a farmer, but
she always finds time to volunteer and work with wildlife.

Obituary: ”Baby”
the hawk mother

We are

“Baby” came to us a few years ago

committed to

from a zoo. Zoocheck Canada was
involved in sending several unreleasable birds to us. Baby was always
special. She was named and raised by a
human and became imprinted, so she
was usually very friendly although if in
a bad mood she would pull one’s hair.
We wanted to try her as a foster bird to
all the young kestrels that were brought
to us, but we wondered if she would be
up to the task. At first a bit puzzled by
the baby birds in her aviary, she soon

helping

wildlife 365
days of the
year.
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took over the role of parent and began
feeding them. She was a super mom
and one year she raised fourteen
youngsters over the summer.
I am sad to say that she died this spring
in spite of our best efforts. She was at
least 14 years old and her last few years
were happy ones spent in her large
aviary. She will be dearly missed. □
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Fundraising Update
by Marsha Donald
We’ve had such wonderful support from many people who donated knitted and crocheted
nests for animals, various cleaning and other supplies, foods,
tree nuts, dried leaves, and other donations. This helps us tremendously as these items would
be very costly for us to purchase. Every fundraising event
takes work, but the financial
and community awareness results are outstanding and go a
long way. They enable SPWC to
further equip our hospital for
the many items required for
quicker and less stressful care to
injured animals.
It’s so encouraging to see the
younger generation getting involved and taking action!
Ainslie and Addison collected
thousands of acorns for wildlife.
Wyatt & Keely Sakell fundraised
and donated over $200 in lieu
of birthday gifts for themselves.
Solana collected donations rather than gifts for her birthday
and raised $150. The class at
Southview Public School held a
quilt raffle and donated the proceeds. Awesome and great job
kids! Any class interested in a
visit from our facilitator Janet
for education on wildlife and the
environment can email her at:
education@sandypineswildlife.
org

Since Faye Wan’s retirement as
Fundraising Coordinator last
year, our fundraising has expanded with others involved in
organizing or supporting events,
with Marsha Donald now as the
lead in that role. Faye will coordinate the Art & Jewellery Sale
in February 2016, just in time ber request. Our first one raised
for Valentine’s Day.
over $1,380!
Cash or supply donations are
often dropped off and as it is
busy most times we don’t often
know who made the donation
but we appreciate it, so thank
you to our “nameless” donors.
The Chilitastic event was in
April, and Melissa Mastin did a
fantastic job organizing a fun
evening. R-Banned entertained
us with live music and there was
tremendous support from many
generous donors.
We held our first “Dance on the
Wildside” in April. We want to
thank the band South of 7 who
entertained us with their great
music, Waterfront River Pub,
Orna-Metal Metal Art, Agromart, Metro Napanee, Rogers KRock Centre who provided tickets, and to the Lions Club for the
use of their hall.
Debbie Vickery is now running
the online auction through our
Facebook page, “Auction for
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre”. If
you would like to get in on the
auction action, send her a mem-

Our official SPWC shop now
stocks caps, sweatshirts, hoodies, toques, T-shirts, and more!
John and Janet Foster, Wildlife
Photographers & Cinematographers, gave an outstanding
presentation on November 7th.
Thank you both for your dedication and sharing your love of
wildlife to raise funds. We also
send thanks to Clifford Maclean,
Terry Sprague, The Kitchen Gypsies, Baldwin Audio Visual, the
Waterfront River Pub, Matt
Saunders, Jean Barkley, Janet
Drew, John & Janet Foster for
donating to the silent auction.

Every fundraiser needs to be advertised. Our volunteer Lisa Peterson creates the poster artwork
for us. Thanks Lisa for your
beautiful artwork! □
Contact Marsha
at: fundraising@sandypineswil
dlife.org
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Online Auctions

Veronica has passed the reins of our online auctions to Debbie Vickery from Total Aquatics Inc.
Well done Debbie! Thank you from all of us at
Sandy Pines. The first year of auctions in support raised over $5,000! Thank you to
all of the bidders and supporters who provided fabulous donations for use in the
auctions. Several large auctions are scheduled for 2016, beginning in April. If you
would like to be notified of upcoming auctions or to have an opportunity to bid on
some incredible prizes, please join our Facebook auction group: “Auction for Sandy
Pines Wildlife Centre”. If you have any new or like-new items you would like to donate for an upcoming auction, or if you are a business that would like to donate a
product or service towards this fundraising effort, please contact Debbie at (613) 503-0090 or
spwc_auction@hotmail.com. Charitable receipts will be issued upon request. □
ON
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Baby Shower review - May 2015
day, and Jason Malley who
was the emcee for the day
and kept things running
smoothly. The ponies for the
many kid rides and photo
shoots were much appreciated; it was a highlight
with kids and adults
alike. Especially thank you to
those who worked behind
Thank you to our sponsors the scenes, at the BBQ, canOPG, LaFarge, Martin & teen, selling tickets, and the
silent auction. We are grateCompany Photography, Above the
Water line,
and
thank you to all the
supportive
businesses that donated
this year.
On Sunday May 3rd, 2015, we
celebrated the Tenth Annual
Baby Shower and Sandy
Pines’ Twentieth Anniversary.
It was also the Grand Opening
of our new clinic with pony
rides, kids games, face painting, live bands, vendors, BBQ,
and more.
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This year's event
was extra special
because it was the
first chance our supporters could see
the new wildlife hospital they
helped build! With a ribbon
cutting ceremony with the
Napanee Councillor Roger
Cole to kick it off, we had over
eight hundred visitors! The
weather was fantastic and the
attendees had a great time
and learned more about the
critical work being done here.

ful to the volunteers and
Sandy Pines interns for all
their hard work getting the
centre ready for an open
house, making the day run
without a hitch, and cleaning
up the site after. Without all
your help, the event wouldn’t
have been the success it was.

Thank you to the Andrew
Mack Band and the Kitchen
Gypsies who entertained us
with live music during the

To everyone who came out
for the day in support of the
work we do, we hope you enjoyed it! Thanks to those who
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contributed items to the silent
auction table, raffle or other
donations given. We are able
to “Rescue, Rehabilitate and
Release” injured and orphaned animals because of
your support.
The Baby Shower is a special
day for us as the Wildlife Centre is only open to the public
one day each year and we like
to show what your contributions have done to
help the animals.
A special thanks to
Melissa
Mastin
who after organizing the Baby Shower for the past four
years, is stepping
aside. We thank
her for all her hard
w o r k.
Melissa
raised considerable
funds for Sandy Pines and she
now plans to focus her energies on organizing the Chilitastic event held in April.
The next Baby Shower will be
held on Sunday May 15, 2016.
Please contact us if you would
like to be involved or have any
suggestions. We strive to
make the day enjoyable and
educational for all. □
Contact
Marsha
at: fundraising@sandypines
wildlife.org
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Death by
Chocolate 2015
The Death By Chocolate event
really found its stride this year:
tickets were sold out, thousands of dollars worth of prizes
from many generous businesses across our region were given
away, and everyone in attendance had tons of fun! And the
chocolate dessert buffet was,
indeed, to die for!
Many thanks are due to our
fabulous guests, Napanee Golf
& Country Club for providing
the perfect location and atmosphere, the local breweries and
winery that offered tastings, all
of the many volunteers and
bakeries that sent desserts, the
dozens of local businesses that
graciously offered up prizes for
auction and raffle, and the outstanding volunteers who
helped make it all happen.
Very special thanks go to Candice and Rob Wylde who made
up half the organizing team.
Without the participation and
contribution of all the above
mentioned supporters, Death
By Chocolate would not have
been able to raise its greatest
amount of funds, over $7,360!
Not bad for just two hours of
indulgence and intrigue.
Until next year, friends… □
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The X-Ray Machine: a Tool of Compassion
by Sue Meech
We are delighted to report
that our new X-ray unit is up
and running! We are really
excited about the difference
this is already making for
wildlife in rehab. It allows us
to make a quicker diagnosis,
which helps with pain and
stress from time spent in rehabilitation. Using this digital
technology, we can send the X
-rays directly to our volunteer
veterinarian Dr. Deanna Russell for diagnosis.
Funding for this item was donated by Edith and Steve
Hyrnchyshyn. They provided
us with a both a digital X-ray
machine and a dental unit
that enable us to examine
both large and tiny mammals
and birds. Much appreciated!
Dr. Diane Arthur donated
funds for all the extras needed
such as lead for the walls, lead
-lined aprons, and a computer. Thank you!

In early November, an amazing rescue story unfolded. We
received a very large beaver
who was found in a ditch. He
looked as if he had been attacked and one eye was badly
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damaged. We decided to start
with antibiotics and wanted to
see if pneumonia was present
or if there were any fractures.
Thanks for our X-ray machine, it showed a different
story. He had been shot!
There were twenty pellets in
this poor beaver. Mostly in
the head but also peppered
throughout his body.

She advised us to get the beaver transported to Aspen Valley near Huntsville as soon as
possible as the doctor was attending the rehab centre there
the next day. She would work
to remove the rest of the lead.
Thanks to Facebook, we recruited volunteers to drive
and within six hours the beaver was on his way.
Subsequently we also had a
loon admitted who very weak
and had beached herself at
Sandbanks Provincial Park.

I called our beaver experts in
Aspen Valley and they contacted their veterinarian. We
emailed the X-rays to her and
she gave us the diagnosis
right away. There was a fracture in the cervical spine, but
mostly she was
concerned about
the lead. We did
remove a few and
they
indeed
looked like lead
bullets to us.

We suspected botulism and as
such started treatment with
fluids. Upon taking an X-ray,
we discovered lead sinkers in
the loon that had been ingested from fishing tackle. Unfortunately this was not a happy
ending, but with a quick diagnosis her pain and stress were
greatly minimized. □
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Golf Charity Tournament
We are very fortunate that Rhonda Grant and Brandon Grant, members of Your Grant Team together with Brittanie Grant and Melissa
Miller, have hosted the Charity Golf Tournaments for SPWC for two
years running. An event of this size with many complicated details to
organize takes a lot of work and people hours. We can’t express enough how much we appreciate the dedication of
time and energy that they have given of themselves to do this event for Sandy Pines. June 29 th 2016 marks the
Third Annual Tournament taking place at the Colannade Golf and Country Club at 12:30 p.m. Contact
golf@yourgrantteam.com to sign up! Rhonda Grant and Brandon Grant, Sales Representatives, Sutton Group –
Masters Realty Brokerage Inc., Independently Owned and Operated, 1650 Bath Road, Kingston, (613) 544-2000.

8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON K7R3L1

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario!
Most of our revenue depends on your generous donations. You may
donate by cheque, Visa and MasterCard, debit, or on our website
with the “Canada Helps” button.
Receipts will be issued for donations of
$20.00 or more. Please make your cheques
payable to the Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre.
For more information on volunteering, sponsoring, or donating,
please visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, or complete this form and
mail to: 8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON, K7R 3L1, or call us at
(613) 354-0264.
Name_______________________
Address_____________________
_____________________
Phone #_____________________
Donation amount $ _____________

If you would like to
be removed from
our mailing list,
please contact us via
Email, phone or
mail.
We protect your
privacy and do not
sell our donors list.

