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On Sunday May 3rd, come
join us at Sandy Pines in
Napanee for our 10th
Annual Baby Shower! It will
be a fun-filled day of pony
rides, Police K-9 Demos,
face painting, BBQ, live
auction, raffles, animal
feeds, demos, silent auction,
and music with the Andrew
Mack band. There will be an
opening ceremony with the
Mayor at 10:00 a.m.
Help us reach our goal
of $30,000 and support
animals in need at Sandy
Pines Wildlife Centre.
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Director’s Editorial
I hate to say it, but history is repeating itself. We have had another really busy
winter, mostly with starving waterfowl. This year we were more proactive and as
soon as the ice moved in we helped organize volunteers from all around the
lakeshore to help with feeding waterfowl. So we only had thirteen swans in
instead of thirty-six, but the fish-eating ducks have been badly impacted. Our
waterfowl room is so full we have had to use the staff washroom again! (Read
more about this on page 6). Many thanks to all of you who bought sacks of corn
to various places along the lake to help these birds. Most ducks and geese would
not have made it without your support.
It happened like this: I received a call from a concerned citizen in Wellington,
Ontario, that swans and ducks were dying. With the extreme cold, they were
unable to land in water or find food. I phoned Terry Sprague, a naturalist in
Prince Edward County, who put out a mass call for help. When volunteers
started pouring in, we put them together by email and they coordinated feeding
the birds until the crisis had passed.
If this weather continues in future years, we will need to build an Aquatic Centre
to accommodate all the birds that need access to water
constantly. Many volunteers helped these birds. Ed Yanch in
Flinton and Don from Baker’s Baits in Napanee gave us
minnows for the birds, Jamie Forrester gave worms, and Faye
Irving scours the stores in Kingston for smelt. Thanks to all of
you and more, the survival rate was pretty good once birds
arrived here from all over Southern Ontario.

Director Sue
Meech speaking at
the Grand
Opening of the
new clinic,
June 2014

I would really like to thank our amazing volunteers. Several
times we had to put out a plea for extra help and you all came
through for us. With only three full-time staff at the Centre, it
would have been hard to handle the influx of birds. Many
hawks and owls were admitted too, all starving as the snow
was too deep and the winter too hard and long for them to
make it.
Fortunately, we had our new hospital that is bulging at the seams right now.
Without that it would have been much more difficult to care for the intake.
We’d like to invite everyone to come to our Annual Wildlife Baby Shower and
Open House on Sunday May 3rd, 2015, to see our new hospital.
Warm regards,

Sue Meech
Sue Meech, Director SPWC
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To Our Amazing
Supporters…
A big thank you to all those who
help with our many fundraising
events, this year and next.
The Sandy Pines fundraising
calendar was on sale from
September to December
2014. Thank you again for
your support in buying and
to the businesses for your
advertising and selling.

Bombardier
Jeans
Day
raised $660 (Sherry Elmer).
SPWC participated in “Barks
by the Bay” in Trenton, and
Strut for Strays in Belleville.

Thanks to our generous sponsors!
Country Road Primitives, Picton
Bow Wow Butchers, Westport
Urban Paws, Kingston
Beardall Animal Hospital
Randall at Charm Jewellers,
Kingston
Loyalist Township Employees

Southview Public School
donated the raffle proceeds
of a quilt – see page 6 for
more!

Rhonda & Brandon Grant – Our
Grant Team Real Estate, Kingston

The Agility Connection
(TAC), its volunteers and
competitors raised $860.

Cannery Café, Deseronto

Fallowfield Farms is now
affiliated with Sandy Pines.
At each of their 2015 shows,
$1 from each entry will be
donated to us.

Wendy May Antiques, Kingston
Pet Valu, Belleville and Kingston
Quinte Ride for Paws, Trenton
Cobico Jewellers, Kingston
Frontenac Mall, Kingston
New part-time staff member
Janelle Tulloch is now
working at reception (and
trying to organize Sue!)

Napanee River Dogs Agility Club
St. Lawrence College Vet Techs

The Turtle Room
We have been working on
the turtle room since we
moved in, trying to make
it
user-friendly
and
creating more room for
admissions in the spring.
Susan Irving has been
very
instrumental
in
organizing us. With help
from Sheila Menard and
Faye Irving, they have
raised $6,000 for the

renovations. There are so
many donors to thank that
we have no room to name
everyone. From Calgary to
Halifax, thank you all!
Gratitude also to Matt
Saunders and the Environmental group at Kingston
Collegiate
Vocational
Institute (KCVI) for the
turtle
incubator
for
harvested eggs. ☐
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Our Upcoming & Past Events
The first year of online
auctions in support of Sandy
Pines raised over $5000!
Thank you to all of the
bidders and supporters who
provided fabulous donations
for use in the auctions.
Several large auctions are
scheduled
for
2015,
beginning in April. If you
would like to be notified of
upcoming auctions or to have
an opportunity to bid on
some
incredible
prizes,
please join our Facebook
auction group: “Auction for
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre”.
Many thanks to Veronica for
organizing this!
If you have any new or likenew items you would like to
donate for an upcoming
auction or if you are a
business that would like to
donate a product or service
towards this fundraising
effort,
please
contact
Veronica at 613-967-9773 or
spwc_auction@hotmail.com.
Charitable receipts will be
issued upon request.

Our 10th annual "Previously
Loved" Art & Jewellery Sale
held was February 2015 at
the Frontenac Mall in
Kingston, was as always, a
huge success. Even though
the weather was bad and
our
estate
jewellery donations
were
way
down,
we
still
managed
to raise
over $9,000! Thanks to
all the
volunteers
and
shoppers who braved the
ice storm to help make our
10th annual sale such a
successful fundraiser once
again.

The Wild Christmas Boutique
was held in early December
at the Frontenac Mall in
Kingston,
which
always
comes at a good time since at
the end of the year funds are
running low. We have many
lovely new items to offer at
extremely low prices so our
inventory went rather quickly
and we were able to raise
$3,273.00.
Thanks
to
Country Road Primitives,
Sheba's Haven Rescue and
Bow Wow Butchers & Jean
Barkley
(from
KD
Cloths) for bringing
along
many
lovely items
and
donating a portion of their
sales to SPWC.

Faye’s Retirement

Faye has resigned as our
volunteer coordinator for
fundraising. She will still
do the Art & Jewellery Sale every year as usual, so retirement is not complete!
Thank you Faye, for all you have done for us over the years. It was a good day
when I met her over some abandoned dogs, and she asked me “Who does your
fundraising?” When I said no one, that I was too busy, Faye swung into action
with a group of friends (Jean Barkley, Barb Dauksch, and Audrey Sanger) and
raised enough money to keep us going year to year. Marsha Donald has taken
over the job - she has big shoes to fill! ☐
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Chilitastic Wrap-up
On April 4th we had the
Chilitastic evening at the
Royal Kingston Curling Club.
We were entertained by the
awesome music of R-Banned,
and Jason Malley of both Pet
Valu
Kingston
locations
volunteered as emcee once
again. There was a chili
dinner, silent auction, door
prizes, raffle and draws. We

would like to thank Melissa
and our
many generous
donors including Mike and
Karen Schneider, Lyndsay
Murray, Cheryl Clarke, Janet
MacDonald
of
Kingston
Mortgage Solutions, Shiva's
Delight, Starlet in Napanee,
Avanta Salon and Spa, Tina
Lynch, Lindy Martin of
Martin
&
Company

Behind the Scenes
We are lucky enough to have volunteers in
various parts of Ontario who will assist us when
we get calls for help for wildlife. We cover such
a large area of Ontario (Toronto to Montreal)
that to have a rescue team on site would not be
possible. So instead we turn to our list of
rescuers who have had some experience with
wildlife. Sometimes we can intervene and save
an admission. Ken and Susan Green, and Kip
Parker and Gord Hitchcock have been very

helpful over the years.
Now we are pleased that Ron and Adam King
of King Wildlife Solutions have joined the
rescue team this last year. They have been called
out for eagles, white-tailed deer falling through
the ice, and other injured mammals. Their
expertise in humane rescue has been invaluable.
To all of you who volunteer time to rescue
wildlife, a big THANK YOU. ☐

Photography,
Beardall
Animal Hospital, Bell Candy,
Mr.
Jackets,
Burnham
Optical, Maritime Travel and
Frontenac
Mall.
Much
appreciation to R-Banned,
Wilton Cheese, Bob's Butcher
Shop, Bread and Butter
Bakery
and
the
Royal
Kingston Curling Club. Join
us again next year! ☐

Annual Charity Golf
Tournament: June 13
Rhonda Grant and Brandon Grant, members of
Your Grant Team together with Brittanie Grant,
are hosting the 2nd Annual Charity Golf
Tournament for Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre on
June 13th, 2015 at Loyalist Golf and Country
Club, Bath, ON. To enter your pair or team,
please email golf@yourgrantteam.com. Cost is
$125 per person and it covers green fees, cart
for two, and a delicious buffet dinner. Ladies
and men’s teams, as well as mixed teams are all
welcomed. The tournament will begin at 8:30
a.m. with a shotgun start, and best ball. Best
Western Fireside Inn will be sponsoring our
Putting Contest again this year. Winners will be
entered into a draw for an overnight stay in
your choice of fantasy suite! Trophy 1: Team
Best Score; Trophy 2: Ladies and Men’s “Closest
to the Pin”; Trophy 3: Ladies and Men
“Individual Best Score”. There will also be a
Silent Auction – lots of prizes and fun! Hole-inOne prize to be announced soon.
Rhonda Grant, Sales Representative:
613-484-3838
Brandon Grant, Sales Representative:
613-484-8666
Members of Your Grant Team.
Sutton Group Masters – Realty Inc.,
Independently Owned and Operated,
1650 Bath Road, Kingston, ON K7M 4X6
Office: 613-544-2000 fax: 613 384-6800
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You know you are full when you
have swans in the washroom!
Thank goodness we had our
new facility this year, it made
our lives much easier. Hot
water coming from the taps
in all rooms - what a luxury! I
think the wildlife liked it too.
Each type of animal and bird
have their own room so no
longer do we have to put
songbirds in the same room
as birds of prey. It was much
less stressful and stress
delays healing. The problem
with all the waterfowl that
came in was waterproofing.
Sick and weak birds lose
their waterproofing and can
get very cold and even
drown. As they improve they
need frequent access to clean
water and heat to encourage
preening and replacing their
natural oils. So in and out of
the water they go several
times a day. Many birds are
too weak to eat and have to
be tube fed to get them
started. It is labour intensive.

Our new waterfowl room was
stretched to the limit. It was
an all day job for one person to
care for them. As soon as one
bird was out of the bathtub
another moved in. All the
workers in there smell of fish
when they leave! With three
beavers taking up almost a full
room each we are pressed for
space. We are in the process of
renovating the old clinic so we
can use some of those rooms
this spring. These are our two
latest swans that came in very
weak. One has a wound on her
back probably from a predator.
One would not eat so we put
her in with another swan who
had just started to self feed and
it worked. By the time you read
this most of these birds will
have been released. Let’s hope
that global warming doesn’t
throw another winter like this
at the Centre again. ☐

Student
Initiative

The generous students
of Southview Public
School and their teacher
Marsha not only made
the quilt above, but
donated the proceeds of
its raffle sale to Sandy
Pines. The money raised
went towards the care of
animals when funds are
much needed.
~Thank you!~
____________

We are
committed to
helping
wildlife 365
days of the
year.
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The Year
of the Beaver
The case of having three
beavers admitted over a
single season
by Sue Meech
We have never overwintered
beavers before this winter,
and have always sent them
to Aspen Valley Wildlife
Sanctuary in Rousseau,
Ontario for rehabilitation.
They
have
far
more
experience than we do.
However, this winter they
were under construction so
we were faced with a
challenge on how to handle
these beavers.
We knew they needed room
for a den, constant access to
water, and lots of branches.
Our new hospital offered
some places we could use,
but how to stop beavers
eating cupboards and walls?
Our volunteer Greg Moore
was given the challenge and
as usual he rose to the
occasion. And so one beaver
went in the laundry room,
one in a mammal room, and
one in the X-ray room. Our
fourth beaver is still weak
and not ready for a big pen
yet.
While Greg was building,
the beaver was in the spa
enjoying the warm running
water and ignoring us
completely.

Pretty soon he had his own
den built and moved in. He
put some sticks over the den
and enjoyed the good food
and facilities we offered.
One problem was that all the
beavers gnawed at the heavy
plastic pools as soon as they
gained strength, so we had
to buy metal tanks made for
livestock. These beavers
were found in various
locations such as on a road
or construction site, but
nowhere near a dam. As
such they were in poor
condition - very thin and
cold, and easy to catch.
We will have to overwinter
them until the weather is
suitable, and then find
ponds where there are no
other beavers as they are
very territorial.
☐
A special thanks
to Napanee
Flooring for
donating the
linoleum to line
the cages.
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8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON, K7R 3L1

Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario…
We depend on your generous donations to carry out the work of
rehabilitation and rescue, and receive no funding from the
government. Please donate by cheque (payable to Sandy Pines
Wildlife Centre) or on our website via the “Canada Helps” button.
Receipts will be issued for donations $20.00 or more.
For more information, please visit www.sandypineswildlife.org, call us at
(613) 354-0264, or complete this form and mail to the address above.

Name: ___________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________
_______________________________
Email: _______________________________
*We protect your privacy and do not sell our donors or contact list.
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