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Dear Friends, 

After another busy year working under difficult restrictions, I am beginning to see the 

light as we start preparing for our usual fundraisers. Plans for the Art and Jewellery 

Sale  in February are underway and hopefully our Spring Baby Shower will be a reality 

too. 

Our patient Numbers are well over 6,000 this year already, and it hasn’t been easy. We 

have had no overseas Interns this year, and for a while, no volunteers either. I’d like to 

thank all the staff who put in long hours to care for our patients. They are front line 

workers too, and kept the Wildlife Centre open and in full operation. 

It is great to have our volunteers back now, we truly missed you. We hope to be able to  

host Interns in 2022 too, if restrictions allow.   

A heart felt thanks to our supporters who helped us with their encouragement,           
donations and kind words. You kept us going. 

Sue and all at Sandy Pines, 

Sue Meech 

Sue Meech, Founder & President 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

Director’s Editorial 
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Golden Eagle 

 

 

A first for Sandy Pines.  Although Bald eagle numbers are rebounding and we are getting 
more admitted every year, this is the first Golden Eagle ever admitted at Sandy Pines. 

This young Golden Eagle was admitted in late October 2021. Found in Prince Edward 
County, it was weak and  underweight.  X Rays were negative and no injuries were 
found. The bird does have a Respiratory infection and is being treated with antibiotics, 
so we are cautiously optimistic for a release. In Ontario, breeding Golden Eagles are 
presently known only from the Hudson Bay Lowland. Some travel South for the winter.  
The golden eagle is one of the biggest and fastest birds of prey in North America.  
Weighing 2.5 to seven kilograms and diving at speeds of over 240 kilometres per hour.   

A pretty impressive visitor! 
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Helping A Hog-nosed Snake 

 

The eastern hog-nosed snake (Heterodon platirhinos) is a rarely observed, stout-bodied 

snake with a unique looking “hog” nose. In Ontario, they are a Species At Risk being listed 

as Threatened. Hog-nosed snakes are incredibly variable, sometimes being completely   

patternless or boldly patterned in many different colour phases! 

Ironically, there are no eastern hog-nosed snakes found in Eastern Ontario but some small 

disjunct populations remain around the Hastings area. 

This past July I was contacted through Facebook by a concerned citizen who found an 

adult female hog-nosed snake being attacked on a road by a raven. Corvids are known 

predators of snakes. The citizen observed damage to the snake's face and due to the stress 

of the situation, she also expelled some of her developing eggs. He carefully picked her 

and her fragile eggs up and safely contained them. I was contacted through Facebook about 

the situation that day. My colleague, Eric Woodley and I then made plans for the 5-hour 

round trip to bring this precious cargo to our friends at Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. We 

have brought countless reptiles, big and small, to the Centre over the years and they are  

always happy to help.  

Fast forward approximately 60 days in the incubator and two little hog-noses pipped out of 

the eggs! Eric then gratefully made the trip to release the babies close to where the female 

was found. Unfortunately, she has yet to be released but is thankfully healing well. 

Please remember that snakes are in need of help too! 

A huge thank you is deserved to everyone involved in this collaborative effort! Jim, Anne,                                   

Eric and the whole SPWC staff!  

Kenny Ruelland,  

Founder of Reptile and Amphibian Advocacy 
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What has Turtles Kingston been up to? 

Turtles Kingston has been helping turtles since 2018 thanks to the passion and efforts of Mabyn      
Armstrong. One of Mabyn’s primary goals was to mitigate the Westbrook wetland in Kingston -       
including the installation of exclusion fencing to keep turtles off the road. This would effectively    
eliminate turtle mortality at Kingston’s #1 road mortality hotspot. After years of Turtles Kingston’s   
efforts to educate the public, including the ‘I brake for turtles’ bumper stickers, Kingston City Council 
unanimously supported the installation of exclusion fencing at the Westbrook wetland in January 2021, 
with temporary fencing being installed that spring. This was an amazing accomplishment! 

Having succeeded in mitigating the #1 turtle mortality location within Kingston, in addition to many 
other successes, Mabyn decided it was time to step back. In September of 2021, Tara Bauer took over 
as Director of Turtles Kingston. Tara Bauer is an Environmental Scientist who has always loved turtles, 
even being recognized with a certificate for “being so knowledgeable about turtles” when she 10 years 
old. 

Tara is ready to take on the future of Turtles Kingston. This future will continue to offer the primary 
and critical programs of Turtles Kingston: nest protection program, turtle trauma response program,  
education and outreach, and advocacy. The first addition that Tara instigated, was to launched the new 
Turtles Kingston website (www.turtleskingston.com). Thanks to years of research by Mabyn, the    
website contains almost everything you may want to know about turtles and how to help them.  

Next year the Turtles Kingston team will be expanded. Already, James Ostler has come on as the Turtle 
Nesting Program Coordinator and Turtles Kingston is actively looking for a Social Media Coordinator 
and Trauma Program Coordinator. The trauma response program is a key focus of Turtles Kingston. 
This program offers temporary holding stations within Kingston where individuals can drop off an    
injured dead turtle for Turtles Kingston volunteers to transport to SPWC for care 
(www.turtleskingston.com/temporary-holding-stations). 

Turtles Kingston has a mission to protect turtles within Kingston and the surrounding area by effecting 
change in human and societal activities and behaviours. This is particularly important as all Ontario  
turtles are species at risk with less than 1% of all turtle eggs reaching sexual maturity. Turtles need our 
help to overcome the barriers we have placed in front of them (e.g. roads, habitat fragmentation).  

So, what can you do? 

Slow down! A major cause of death in turtles is road mortality. Report 
Turtle Sightings! The more we know about where turtles are, the better 
we can protect them (www.turtleskingston.com/reporting). Transport 
injured/dead turtles to a temporary holding station or SPWC. Protect 
turtle nests! You can easily protect a nest from predation with a nest 
protector. Volunteer with turtles Kingston. Check out more of what you 
can do on the Turtles Kingston website www.turtleskingston.com/what-
can-you-do. Keep up to date with Turtles Kingston by following them on 
Facebook / Instagram, with their blog (www.turtleskingston.com/blog), 
or as a member (http://eepurl.com/hLwym5).  

Written by Tara Bauer 

Director of Turtles Kingston 

http://www.turtleskingston.com
http://www.turtleskingston.com/temporary-holding-stations
http://www.turtleskingston.com/reporting
http://www.turtleskingston.com/what-can-you-do
http://www.turtleskingston.com/what-can-you-do
http://www.turtleskingston.com/blog
http://eepurl.com/hLwym5
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           Dr. 
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Written by Amber Doyle, RVT 
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       If you ever need to restore your faith in humanity, hang out with a volunteer. There 

is nothing like spending time with people who have bothered to think about others,     

especially when those others are furry, feathered, shelled and scaled. They are the kind 

of folks that you can trust and count on – and count on them we do. Sandy Pines     

Wildlife Centre has had volunteers since its inception and they continue to be our un-

stoppable lifeblood throughout the years.  If you have been waiting to send in an applica-

tion to volunteer at Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre, now is your chance! We are receiving 

new volunteers for the upcoming season – the winter is a good time to get in the door to 

learn the ropes before the spring babies start to arrive! Send us your letter of interest at 

volunteerspwc@gmail.com and we’ll get you started on your way to joining us. To all of 

our volunteers from 2021 – we couldn’t have done it without you! Here’s to a great 

2022! 

Helping Hands and Hearts of Gold                           

The Volunteers of SPWC 

Written by Sarah Hayday 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Melia Del Degan 

mailto:volunteerspwc@gmail.com
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This Week at Sandy Pines 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Linda Killam for her many years of work on 

This Week at Sandy Pines.  However, due to technical difficulties, Linda is no longer able 

to continue.    

This Week at Sandy Pines will now be done by Julia Evoy & Kelly Fraser. 

Not signed up for This Week at Sandy Pines?  Send an email to 

spwckellyfraser@gmail.com with preferred email address and I will hook 

you up with our weekly information bulletin (includes admissions,        

releases, events and much more). 

Fundraising at Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

More than 5000 admissions were seen at Sandy Pines in 2020. 

As of November 2021, we have admitted 6286 and our year is not over yet. 

The increase in admissions over the past 2 years has only heightened our need for funding. 

Although Covid-19 restrictions have made it difficult to fundraise, we have done our best to 

adapt. We have moved our Baby Shower and Jewellery Sale to an online event. Of course,  

virtual is never as successful as in person fundraising and we patiently wait until we can see 

everyone at live events soon. 

Over the past few years Sandy Pines has seen an increase in fox and coyote admissions due 

to illness/injury. Our need for a larger canid enclosure has become a necessity. 

To assist with funding and projects such as this, Sandy Pines will be holding an online 50/50 

draw monthly over the next 12 months. 

Watch our Facebook page and This Week at Sandy Pines for December’s 50/50 draw.  

Written by Kelly Fraser, Office Manager 

mailto:spwckellyfraser@gmail.com


If you would like to be removed from 
our mailing list, please contact us 
via Email, phone or mail. 

We protect your privacy and do not 
sell our donors list. 
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For more information on volunteering, sponsoring, or donating, please visit 
www.sandypineswildlife.org, complete the form below and mail to 8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, 

ON  K7R3L1, or call us at (613) 354-0264.  

 

Name __________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

Ask us to send you a brochure or    

download at              

sandypineswildlife.org. 

SPWC WISH LIST 

CLIP ON DESK LAMPS 

EMPTY TOILET PAPER ROLLS 

SMALL CARDBOARD BOXES (ie. TISSUE, CERE-
AL, FROZEN FOOD) 

DISPOSABLE GLOVES 

BROTHER LABELER REFILL (12mm TZE-231) 

PAPER TOWELS 

COMPUTER PAPER 

LIQUID LAUNDRY DETERGENT AND BLEACH 

LARGE CLEAR RECYCLING BAGS 

HEATING PADS WITHOUT AUTO SHUT-OFF 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

DRIED UNSWEETENED CRANBERRIES 

TOILET PAPER 

UNSALTED ALMONDS, WALNUTS, PUMPKIN 
SEEDS 

BIRD SEED 

EXTRA LARGE INDUSTRIAL GARBAGE BAGS 



Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario! 

All of our revenue depends on your generous donations. We receive no funding from the government. 
You may donate by cheque, credit or debit card or on our website with the “Canada Helps” button.  

Receipts will be issued for donations of $20.00 or more. Please make your cheques payable to the 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. 

SELECT PAYMENT METHOD:       CREDIT CARD          DEBIT CARD              CHEQUE 

Name (card holder name)
__________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Donation amount  $____________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

 

Card Number _____________________________________ 

Expiry Date:_______________   CVV Number_____________ 

8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1 

Check to receive weekly 
update email   


