Love Wildlife
Wildlife-At-Risk: taking action
Lesson #5 for Grades 6-8

The following offers one of five lesson plans that pair with the
five-part Wildlife-at-Risk video series by Sandy Pines
Wildlife Centre.
Use the accompanying Wildlife-at-Risk: Taking Action
Workbook for Lesson #5 to complete the lesson.

Ontario Curriculum Links
Grade 6 Science Understanding Life Systems
Specific Expectations: 1.1, 2.1, 2.5, 3.5
Grade 6 Social Studies Heritage and Identity & People and
Environments
Specific Expectations: A1.2, A2.1, A2.5, B2.1, B2.2, B2.4, B2.5
Grade 7 Science Understanding Life Systems
Specific Expectations: 2.1, 2.5, 3.8, 3.9
Grade 7 Geography Physical Patterns in a Changing World
Specific Expectations: A1.1, A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, A2.3, A2.5, A2.6
Grade 8 Geography Global Settlement
Specific Expectations: A1.3, A2.1, A2.2, A2.5, A2.6, A3.3, A3.5, A3.6

LESSON 5

taking action
SHARE

25 minutes

Watch Wildlife-at-Risk Episode 5: Taking Action
by Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre on YouTube.
THE JOY OF HELPING OTHERS
Ask students to share about a time when they saw someone act with kindness and
compassion in their community. What were they doing? Was their action helpful for
people, wildlife or both (or neither)? How do they feel when they recall this memory?
Have students share a few responses out loud.
Now invite students to close their eyes if it feels safe and comfortable and take three
deep breaths. Ask students to think of a time when they have acted with kindness and
compassion. This could be something they did or said that was helpful or brought joy to
a person or more-than-human being. How do they feel when they recall this memory?
Next, have students picture a wild animal. Tell them this animal is at risk of extinction.
Knowing the student has the ability to be kind and compassionate, invite students to
picture themselves taking action to help this animal. What action are they taking? Are
they alone or with a friend? How does it feel to help this wild animal?
Invite students to take three deep breaths and open their eyes. Ask students what it was
like to picture themselves helping a wild animal. Does this action feel possible for them?
Why or why not?
For the final part of this exercise, students will finish the following sentence about the
person sitting next to them until all students have had kind words said to them:

"I know ____________________________________________ can help wildlife, because they
[student name]

_______________________________________________________________________________________."
[name a kind action you have seen them take or a helpful quality you have seen in them]
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Ask students how it felt to receive that kindness and
encouragement from a classmate. Remind students that
even when an action feels impossible, they all have the ability to make a positive
difference - big or small - in the lives of both people and wild animals. Also remind
students that they can ask for help and support each other in whatever actions they
wish to take. They may wish to self-select a buddy who agrees to encourage them
and support them throughout the rest of this lesson.
Remote Learning Adaptation: In a virtual classroom, students can speak kind words to the
person below them in the class participant list (typically in alphabetical order).

connect 125 minutes
materials needed: devices with internet, writing utensils
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Take students out into the schoolyard or neighbourhood where they can each find
a quiet place to sit. Invite students to focus on something in the environment - an
animal, a plant, a rock, or anything they are feeling drawn to.
Using the prompts on Page 2 of their Workbook, students will consider how this
being has made a difference to the life of another being. Students may then create
a short poem about how they can make a difference, just like this being. Invite
students to use the prompt in their Workbook (Page 3) or write freely.
CONSERVATION IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Students will look up local conservation initiatives and organizations who are
supporting habitats and/or species-at-risk in the community. Students may also
wish to revisit any of the videos in the Wildlife-at-Risk video series by Sandy Pines
Wildlife Centre to gather information. Students can add their findings to the table
on Pages 4-5 of their Workbook.
After filling out the table, ask students if there are any voices not represented in
these organizations/initiatives who should have a say. Ask students if there are any
other issues relating to species-at-risk that they are aware of in the community.
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nurture kinship

125 minutes

materials needed: devices with internet, blank poster paper, drawing utensils
INDIGENOUS LEADERS
Show students the YouTube video called 'Indigenous Guardians - Caring for
the Land' by the Indigenous Leadership Initiative. Ask students what stood out for
them or inspired them while watching the video.
Arrange students in groups of 3-4 (or offer self-selection or independent work).
Groups will research an Indigenous leader who is protecting land, water, and/or
wildlife, using the prompts on Page 6 of their Workbook. Students may choose
who to research from the list in their Workbook (Pages 7-8). Consider having a
sign up sheet to ensure each group focuses on a different person.
Each group will create a poster with a photo of the person, their name, and 2-3
sentences on how they are helping protect for the land, water, and/or wildlife.
Students will make a 3-5 minute presentation to the class on the work of this
person. When presentations are complete, display the posters for the school
community to see.
ALLIES OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Students can support the work of these leaders by becoming an ally to Indigenous
peoples.
Show students the YouTube video called 'How to be an ally to Indigenous
Peoples in Canada | CBC Kids News' by CBC Kids News.
Invite students to read out loud the article called 'How to Be an Ally of
Indigenous-led Conservation' by Land Needs Guardians, located on Pages 9-10
of their Workbook.
After reading, ask students how they would be an ally to Indigenous peoples if they
were working on a conservation project in their community. Make a list of actions
and post this in the classroom.
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love wildlife 200+ minutes
materials needed: device with internet
SUPPORTING WILDLIFE-AT-RISK
Give students the scenario that they have been hired by an Indigenous-led
conservation group to help a species-at-risk in their neighbourhood.
PART 1 - Identifying a Challenge
Invite an Indigenous speaker(s) to share about an issue affecting wildlife in the local
community, either virtually or in person. Consider inviting other BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, and People of Colour) speakers as well.
Students may wish to ask the speaker questions about any issues they did not
mention, but that students found to be locally present during the Conservation
in Your Community Activity (located in the 'Connect' section of this lesson plan).
Based on the issues shared by the guest speaker(s), the class will choose an issue
to focus on.
PART 2 - Possible Actions
As a class, create a list of possible actions students can take to address the issue.
Make a short list of 5-6 actions. If students need inspiration, they can review the list
of actions for wildlife on Page 11 of their Workbook. Place students in groups (or
offer self-selection or independent work) and ask each group to look at one
solution from multiple perspectives. A list of perspectives is available in their
Workbook (Page 12).
Have each group share their findings and make any adjustments to the solution in
order to make it more possible for the students to undertake. Depending on the
class preference, groups may either agree on one action for the whole class or
each group could choose a different action.
Regardless of whether it is a whole-class action, group-based action, or individual
action, have students practice asking the Indigenous community whose land they
are on whether they have permission to undertake the action (and whether the
community requests any changes to their plan). This might happen in the form of
an e-mail or hand-written letter drafted by students.
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Pause at this point and review the list of ways students
can be allies to Indigenous communities in conservation projects.
Ask students to respond to the reflection questions on Page 13 of their
Workbook. As a class, discuss any other ways they could complete their
action while being an ally to Indigenous peoples.
PART 3 - Action Plan
Once students have chosen their action and have determined how they can act in
a way that demonstrates allyship to Indigenous peoples, it is time to plan out the
action. What materials do they need? Where will the action take place? Who will
take on each task needed to complete the action? Students can make an action
plan on Pages 14-15 of their Workbook.
PART 4 - Take Action!
Students now take action! Have students document the work being done, through
photos and videos which will be shared in the final part of the activity.
PART 5 - Thank an Inspirational Indigenous Leader
Have each group (or student) write a letter to an Indigenous leader in conservation
to share how they were inspired by their work. Students may wish to include
photos or videos of the project taking place as well as the outcome.
Students may also wish to present their project outcomes to local town council or
community members/parents to encourage further positive actions toward wildlife,
in a way that also honours Indigenous peoples.

reflect

15 minutes

Invite students to answer the reflection questions on Page 16 of the Workbook.
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Indigenous Leadership Initiative. (2017, April 5). Indigenous Guardians - Caring
for the Land [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=q4W1gTWcut0
Allies of Indigenous Peoples
CBC Kids News. (2021, June 18). How to be an ally to Indigenous Peoples in
Canada | CBC Kids News [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HGge7mGKChE
Land Needs Guardians. (n.d.). How to Be an Ally of Indigenous-led Conservation.
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
Credit
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Educators, along with funding from TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation and Trailhead Kingston.

Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre is a registered charity that
rehabilitates sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife in
southeastern Ontario. We are located on the traditional
lands of the Anishinaabek and Haudenosaunee.
If you are in conflict with wildlife or find a wild animal who
may need care, please call us for advice at
613-354-0264 or contact your nearest wildlife hospital.
Donate at sandypineswildlife.org to support our work.

