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Dear Friends, 

 
 

Director’s Editorial 
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O N  T H E  W I L D  S I D E  

This has been a difficult year for us. COVID has caused us to cancel fundraisers and several of 

our staff have been on sick leave.  

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza was also found in Ontario. Several rehabilitation Centres  

decided not to take in waterfowl or raptors. We were lucky enough to be able to find a separate 

area where we could admit these birds, so we were prepared. But then we started getting calls for 

help from other areas, especially  Ottawa. We accepted all the birds they sent us, resulting in us      

accommodating many more ducklings and geese than we usually treat. 

Our bigger aviaries were kept full with transfers from other centres that did not have the large 

areas needed for flight training.  We keep them until they gain strength and can be released. 

Our Volunteer coordinator, Sarah, was kept busy with new volunteers. We stopped the program 

during COVID to keep the number of people in the building to a minimum. Now we have      

several new volunteers joining the team of regulars and they are all doing a great job. It’s so nice 

to have them work with us again. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Holiday Season. Thank you for continuing to support our work 

with native wildlife. 

All the best, 

Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek and the Haudenosaunee, where good 
relations with wildlife are modelled by the vibrant Indigenous communities who are present on this land today. 

Sue and all at Sandy Pines, 

Sue Meech 

Sue Meech, Founder & President 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 
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 A Second Chance 

This Red Tailed Hawk was found down and unable to fly near Markham Ontario. 

Animal Control was called by the finder and they transferred the hawk to Shades of Hope Rehabilitation 

Centre in Peferlaw. After the bird was stabilized and x-rayed, they realized that he had been shot and the 

bullet was lodged in his shoulder. They called upon the service of Dr. Cliff Redford from the Wellington 

Veterinary Hospital in Markham. He was able to sedate the bird and remove the bullet. 

After a few weeks,  the hawk gained strength and the staff at Shades of Hope contacted us to see if we had 

room in one of our large aviaries to give the hawk more flight room for strengthening. The transfer was  

arranged and the bird was housed in one of our large aviaries. At first, he couldn't  fly very well and kept to 

the lower perches, but progress was made every day and he was eating well. 

By early October the hawk proved his abilities to fly well, and we arranged a release near where the bird 

was found. This is very important for adult birds as they are territorial, may have a mate nearby and know 

where the hunting is good. 

Unfortunately, it is not unusual to find bullets in birds that are admitted to us. Sometimes they have healed 

and the birds are able to cope with the injury, but frequently the bullet has to be removed.  

We all worked together from the finder to the release, to give this beautiful hawk a second chance. One of 
our staff, Pat Morphy was the lucky one who released the hawk. 
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O N  T H E  W I L D  S I D E  

The International Interns are back! 

After two years of COVID restrictions, our  international interns are coming back! 

This August they began to arrive. These four interns are all from Plymouth University in the United 

Kingdom. The semester is part of the courses they are taking. They worked hard for us and really       

enjoyed their stay here. Eloise, Jade, Abbie and Jaz, thanks for your help at Sandy Pines. It’s been fun 

having you here. 

The 7th Charity Golf Tournament 

Finally, after two years we were able to return to the Garrison Golf and Country Club. 

Many thanks to Organizers, Rhonda Grant, Brandon Grant, and Jamie O’Leary, from Your Grant 

Team, Sutton Group – Masters Realty Brokerage, 1650 Bath Road, Kingston, Ontario. Special thanks 

to the sponsors and volunteers who all worked to make this very successful day. 

Thanks to Operations Manager, James Breen at the Garrison who ensures all details are taken care of. 

The excellent golf course and dinner in the club house keeps our guests coming back year after year. 

 

 

Friday, June 24th, 2022, we hosted our 7th Charity golf 
tournament for Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre. With the 
help of our sponsors and golfers, Rhonda Grant, Brandon 
Grant, and Jamie O'Leary presented a cheque for 
$5,874.55 to Sue Meech.   This brings our total funds 
raised for SPWC to $44,705. Thank you to everyone that 
helped make this year another success! 
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OPERATION OPOSSUM 

Martina Mileva 

 

 

 

This arrival of opossums at the northern boundary is no surprise to wildlife rehabilitators. Every year at 
SPWC we see an increase in the number of opossums admitted into care. A significant number of these 
patients are the winter victims of frostbite.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 9 weeks of age, an opossum joey begins to    
venture out of his mother’s pouch. By clinging onto 
mom’s fur on her back with all four limbs, they  
remains safe in her care for several weeks. The day 
will come when they outgrows this stage of life, 
and no longer can rely on mom for transport. Some 
will find themselves roaming their habitats on foot 
in solitary, and few will cling onto the bottom of a 
transport truck, the same way they once did to 
mom. These lucky few have hitched a ride to the 
northern states, and those who hang on long enough 
will make their way to southern Canada. However, 
this trip will not come without cost to the Virginia 
Opossum.  

The image above is another opossum patient from winter 
2021, post-amputation of the tail tip. At the time of the   
photo, she is well on her way to recovery with the infection 
clearing! 

The image above is of an adult opossum that came into care 
in winter of 2021. In this photo, she has an antibiotic     
ointment applied to her frostbitten extremities (i.e., ears, 
fingertips, and tail tip). Severe cases like this one require 
oral and topical antibiotics, pain medications, and some-
times surgical procedures to remove necrotic tissue. They 
can take up to a couple months to recover from this damage.  

The warming climate has impacted species       
populations through its effect on many ecological 
factors. The Virginia Opossum is one of many  
species that has discovered an increase in habitable 
territory expanding northward. As this species  
ventures northward, they become more susceptible 
to frostbite at their furless extremities, due to the 
colder climate. That said, the newfound territory 
presents the opossum with ample opportunity to 
occupy a new niche, with fewer competitors than 
they encounter in the south.  

Despite challenging conditions, most opossums 
can manage our cold Canadian winters without  
human intervention. However, they are less likely 
to experience health complications when they have 
access to shelter. Leaving out wooden boxes or cat 
houses can provide an opossum with a warm space 
to reside during the cold months. Chasing an     
animal out of an enclosed space (i.e., a shed) can 
be fatal for them in the winter. Please contact 
SPWC for advice if you encounter an opossum that 
may need our help. 
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Volunteers to the Rescue! 

                                                                                                                                                By Sarah Hayday  

Lifesavers. The backbone of Sandy Pines. Saints. Sweethearts. The hardest working people I know.  

They’ll restore your faith in humanity.  

These are some of the phrases we throw around when talking about the Volunteers of SPWC. Coming 

through the front door on the busiest day of the year with baby birds, bunnies, skunks, squirrels, coons, and 

turtles on every counter in every room of the clinic, the sight of their faces brings a sensation of complete 

relief. “How can I help?” they say with a smile. Just by showing up they already have.  

Volunteers of Sandy Pines, you brighten up our days. Many hands make light work could not be truer. Our 

deepest thanks to you all.  

For anyone who would like to be a part of this beautiful network of souls who help to keep us afloat and 
thriving every day of the year, feel free to send an email to volunteer coordinator Sarah Hayday at          
volunteerspwc@gmail.com. We’ll send you an application and arrange your first onsite orientation to  get 

the ball rolling for 2023! 
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As a First Nations, Indigenous community, the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (MBQ) strives to maintain 
a connection to and relationship with our land, water, and wildlife as a foundational part of our culture. 
Fortunately, through amazing relationships and collaborations with like-minded people and organizations 
we can implement community-based programs that connect us to our foundation. Such was the case this 
past summer with the Sandy Pines Wildlife Center (SPWC) and its wonderful staff! Through               
collaboration, MBQ and SPWC implemented part of a turtle protection plan for the Tyendinaga Mohawk 
Territory. In the midst of a road reconstruction project, the MBQ Environment Department had to take 
fast action to ensure the safety of our turtles, especially given their at-risk status. The SPWC was quick to 
offer their help to keep some of our turtles and eggs safe, and we are very thankful! With their help,    
expertise, and incubation, MBQ was able to successfully release turtle hatchlings back to their home on 
the Territory from incubated eggs that would have otherwise not survived! Both prior to and following 
the turtle release the SPWC and Turtles Kingston have also provided assistance toward the turtle        
protection plan in the form of turtle handling training, a Species at Risk and turtle protection workshop 
for our youth, assistance building turtle nest protectors and overall information sharing that has greatly 
improved our understanding of how we can continue to support our turtle population. We are thankful for 
the relationship with the SPWC and look forward to continued collaboration, including an ongoing     
project to create an educational video for youth, to highlight important conservation work that needs to 
occur! 

Thank you SPWC and staff! 

 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte 

Kenhteke Kanyen'kehà:ka 

Community Infrastructure / Technical Services / Environment 

24 Meadow Drive., Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, ON   K0K 1X0 

Phone 613-396-3424 Fax 613-396-3627 
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 MONTHLY GIVING 

Have you considered donating monthly to Sandy Pines?   

Monthly donations contribute to the longevity of our organization.   Your 

monthly donation allows us to make a planned, long-term approach to the 

care we provide for wildlife.  

You can donate monthly by cheque or through Canada Helps.  Check it out 

and see if it is a good fit for you.  Your donation helps all the animals in our 

care to recover and head back to their homes.  We couldn't do it without 

you. 

It is easy to start, view, edit or cancel your recurring donation 

through Canada Helps.  

Healthy, strong and ready to be released after many 

months with us. 
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This Week at Sandy Pines 

Not signed up for This Week at Sandy Pines?  Send an 

email to spwckellyfraser@gmail.com with preferred email 

address and we will send you our weekly information bulletin 

(includes admissions, releases, events and much more). 



Please help us help the wildlife of Ontario! 

All of our revenue depends on your generous donations. We receive no funding from the government. 
You may donate by cheque, credit or debit card or on our website with the “Canada Helps” button.  

Receipts will be issued for donations of $20.00 or more. Please make your cheques payable to the 
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre.  We now accept e-transfers (sandypineswc@gmail.com) no password      
required. 

SELECT PAYMENT METHOD:       CREDIT CARD          DEBIT CARD              CHEQUE 

Name (card holder name)
__________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Donation amount  $____________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

 

Card Number _____________________________________ 

8749 County Rd 2, Napanee, ON  K7R3L1 

Check to receive weekly 
update email   


